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When I was younger and an associate Pastor of Fellowship Chapel, I was inspired to minister on the following Scripture. "Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Che-bar, that the heavens opened, and I saw visions of God", Ezekiel 1:1. 
I have read and studied endless hours in the inspired Word of God, but this subject is so deep and so awesome that even today I find it really hard to decide where to start with this writing. As those of you that have read the Bible a lot know ~ Ezekiel is speaking as he was by the river Che-bar which was a river or canal in Babylon, where the Children of Israel were held captive when they were held captives of the king of Babylon, Nebucbadnezzar.' 
A young man of our congregation came to me after the message and said, "Sister Bogart that was the best message that I have ever heard. I never heard a message like that before." 
I'm sure that it had noting to do with me, but it was the Spirit of the Lord that was in the message. We need to recognize that we are NOTHING in ourselves. Everything that God does in our life, IS, because of the glory of God in our life. Even now as I try to write on this subject, it is so uplifting and stirring that I find NO words that I can write to explain the wonderfulness of the moving of the Holy Spirit of God. So if you will just hang with me for a few minutes I will try to get on with an explanation of this experience that Ezekiel had a long, long time ago. 
Ezekiel continues to have visions of God. A whirlwind came out of the north with a cloud and fire enfolding itself (catching itself or swirling), and in it came in the likeness of four living creatures with the likeness of man. At this writing I am not commenting on the four living creatures, but to get to the blessedness of this vision of God that Ezekiel had experienced, continue to read the rest of chapters 1,2,3. 
Now as we come to this awesome, somewhat of a commandment by God, that Ezekiel was to eat or as we might say devour the word of God, (in other words learn from God what lie wanted Ezekiel to say to Israel) we read in the first verse of Ezekiel 3: 1 "Moreover he said unto me, Son of man, eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth, and be caused me to eat that roll, And he said unto me, Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my month as honey for sweetness. And he said unto me, Son of man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them." 
Ezekiel was given instructions to go and deal with the house of Israel. God had already warned him that at times the message that he was to preach to them would be uplifting and positive, and as they already knew sometimes the message would be hard to them because it was correction and Israel would not accept it.
We are driven to live by the WHOLE WORD of God and at times it will bring hardships and 
							    1
often times  persecution. We are suppose to know and understand that before Jesus returns for His Church, there will be many persecutions, earthquakes, famine, etc, and we will have to know and understand WHY, or we are subject to fail, and if we don't understand why the Lord allows us to give our life for the Word of God, then we need to really study Matthew 24:4-24. That is why God told Ezekiel that the little book would he sweet in his mouth but it would become BITTER in his stomach when he swallowed it.
This message of the Book of the Lord is very uplifting and wonderful to us when we read and understand it, but as we begin to apply it to our lives and exercise it, it becomes a real trial to our flesh. 
Hosea said in 4:6 "My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children."
God says that His people are destroyed because of the lack of the knowledge that God has put in His Word for all to read and understand, and Ezekiel writes in Ezekiel 2:5-7 "Some will hear and some will forebear." But there will be those that will not understand why these trials come their way and they cannot understand because they have not read and do not understand that the Lord wants us to know the blessedness and the experience of the Spirit of the Lord that should DWELL in us: but He also wants us to be learned in the Scriptures that lead us to the understanding and the knowledge and the trials and hardships that the Gospel indicates will cost us, the closer that we draw to the Lord.
Ezekiel 2:1-10 Read. Ezekiel 3: 1-3 then read 3:12 ... 14 "Then the Spirit took me up, and I heard behind me a voice of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His place. I heard also the noise of the wings of the living creature1 that touched one another, and the noise of the wheels over against them, and a noise of a great rushing. So the Spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness in the heat of my spirit but the hand of the Lord was strong upon me."
When we really are walking with the Lord, there are times that we feel the very presence of the Lord as we go about our everyday business, then we are driven and tossed. I believe that this is a part of the fulfillment of the Scripture that tells us, "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit" Galatians 5:25. 
In Ezekiel 3: 17 the Lord tells Ezekiel that be is made a watchman over the house of Israel. “I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.”  This is probably what the instructions from the Lord should be to each pastor of the churches today. In reality God expects the pastors to live the life as closely to Jesus’ walk as we possibly can in the flesh.
These experiences that Ezekiel had with the Lord are almost beyond our imagination, but I also read about things in the Word that is almost impossible for the natural person to believe. 
In Ezekiel 3:22~ 23, 24-27 "Then the Spirit entered into me, and set me upon my feet,
							    2 
and spake with me, Go shut, thyself within thy house. But thou, 0 son of man, behold, they shall put bands upon thee, and shall bind thee with them, and thou shalt not go among them: And I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb; and shalt not be to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious house"
God is telling Ezekiel that even though he preaches and speaks to the people the instructions that he has been given, some will take the instructions and some will reject them. Then God speaks to Ezekiel and says, "But when I speak with thee I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD; He that heareth let him hear: and he that forebeareth let him forebear: for they are a rebellious house.
God is telling Ezekiel that even though he preaches and speaks to the people some will take the instructions and some will reject it.” But then God adds, “But when I speak with thee, I will open thy mouth, and thou shalt say unto them, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD; He that heareth let him bear: and he tbat forebeareth let him forebear: for they are a rebellious house. 
There is a time when the Lord will speak to us and show us truths in His word, but we are exhorted to use good judgment and not speak about them until the Lord gives us freedom to do so. In a couple of instances in the Bible, God speaks of making His servants dumb. This is for the purpose that at this present time when God is speaking to them, it is not the time to speak to others about these revelations that He has shown us. " In other words the time will come at a later date when He will open their mouth and then they shall speak.
In the New Testament a man named Zecharias was made dumb because be could not believe that his wife Elizabeth would have a son in their old age. He did not speak again until God opened his mouth to testify that the child that was born to his wife should be called John. While Zecharias was waiting for his son John to be born, be could not speak until his mouth was opened to agree with his wife that the name given to the baby should be "John". 
The Lord does not speak or react to us in this particular manner today I think, mostly because we DONOT spend much time in prayer, or in the reading of the Word of God. We really cannot imagine what a blessing it is to walk in the Spirit. Is this a constant thing? Probably Not but we certainly need to experience this wonderful time with the Lord. It makes you very obedient and aware of His presence and we pray that the presence of the Lord will never depart. 
I had an experience somewhat like Ezekiel experienced about 8 weeks ago" I have had the baptism of the Holy Ghost for years and years; and many times I feel the Spirit of the Lord moving in my body, but this was an entirely new experience. As I walked I literally prayed out loud to the Lord as and as I walked for my exercise, I was praying, and worshipping Him and I asked Him to allow me to remain in this wonderful presence of the Lord, but I understand that this was not an experience at this time in my life that I could expect to walk in hour after hour and day after day. It was easier to communicate with the Lord as long as His Spirit was so strong in my body.
							    3
About 18 years ago I had somewhat of a similar experience with the Lord. I was awakened from my sleep with someone calling Ona, Ona, Ona three times. I awoke my husband and asked him what he wanted. He said, “I didn’t call you, Just answer the Lord, that you hear. Then after Church one night about 2 years ago the Lord said in a dream “I’m not through with you yet, so I can identify with Ezekiel somewhat.
Those of us today that minister the Word of God must learn that there are openings given each of us and those that we are working with, and at times they will accept our message but there will be times that we need to use good judgment and wait for an opening from the Lord. God told Ezekiel that some would hear and some would forebear. 
We notice in Chapter 3 that the Lord told Ezekiel to eat that roll, (the Word of God) and AFTER he had consumed it he was sent to a people, of a familiar language that should be able to understand what he was saying to them for they were his people, the house of Israel. Before God finishes His instructions to Ezekiel the Lord told him that they would not hear for they were an impudent and hardhearted people. But what we must understand is, that we are to preach the message anyway.
As we read on through the Book of Ezekiel we find that Ezekiel did as the Lord had commanded him, and even though the message was not pleasant God took him through all of the hardships with blessings that we can’t even relate to. The Spirit of the Lord lifted him up and carried him away, and he continued to preach the message of correction to Israel.
In Ezekiel 3:17 God identifies him by the words “Son of man” In the New Testament God calls Jesus “Son of man”. Can we relate to this? Am I advocating that Jesus and Ezekiel were one and the same? ABSOLUTELY NOT! But God used Ezekiel in an entirely different way than He did the other Prophets and Apostles.
EAT THAT ROLL! Ezekiel was told to fill his belly with that roll, and go and speak to the house of Israel. There was another roll or book spoken of in Revelation 10:8 when the 7th angel begins to sound. “And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 9. And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 10. And I took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.”
There are many truths and more understanding that will come to those that really are waiting on the Lord in the future days, and some will cost us hardships that will be bitter to accept, but remember, after the bitterness, came the sweetness of honey, and God is more able to give than we are to receive. Remember, the things that I said were so blessed to me, and how I felt the closeness of God Himself? Boy what a difference now. About 5 weeks ago the bitterness started! And so now I walk by faith BUT GOD IS ABLE.











In the 29th Chapter of Isaiah the Lord was speaking to Isaiah and the city of David. He was warning them about their lack of understanding of the things of the Lord, and warning them of the consequences that would come upon them if the did not comply with His instructions.
29:9 God begins to warn the people through the mouth of Isaiah and I quote, “Stay yourselves and wonder; cry ye out and cry: they are drunken, but not with the wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. 10. “For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. 11. And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot for it is sealed.
12. I am not learned. 






Jesus said in Mathew 13:14 in the parable of the Sower, “ By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see and shall not perceive: For this people’s ears are dull of hearing and their eyes they have closed;”




Jesus said in Mathew 13:14 in the parable of the Sower, “ By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see and shall not perceive: For this people’s ears are dull of hearing and their eyes they have closed;”
Isaiah said in Isaiah 29:10 “For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes.”
 
So we can understand that there are times that are not the right time to approach some with some things. Paul also speaks of a people that are dull of hearing, 
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In Revelation 10:9-10 the Apostle John had a similar experience. "And J went unto the ange~ and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, 
but it shaD be 
10. And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was ill my mouth sweet as boney: and as SOOn .3$ J "attesten it, my belly was bitter." This bitterness is Typical of the bitter herbs that the Children of Israel had to eat with along with the goat that they had sacrifieed as they left the land of Egypt. 
(Bitter istypieal of the bitter herbs that Moses eommaoded Israel to eat with the flesh of the goat wben they were ready to depart from Egypt, Exodus 12:8, and Numbers 9:11.) I would like to just remain here on this experience that Ezekiel continues to doeument in the rest of the book of Ezekiel, but I want to go on with this same kind of an experience that the Apostle John reeonlsiu Revelation 10:9-10 nAnd I went unto the angel, and said Ullto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, aDd eat it up; and it shall make thy beny bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. And I took the little book out of the angel's haud, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I bad eaten it, my belly was bitter." Then we are driven and tossed, and our salvation seems to be harder and at times bitter" 
Israel was a slave to the Egyptians and the freedom from slavery was to be a real blessing for them but it was also a hurtful departure, for the conditions that they had to endure in order to be free, made the freedom even more almost impossible" It caused their flesh to suffer even as at times the Gospel of Grace makes our walk with the Lord aD unpleasant 
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walk .. The bitter herbs that they had to eat with the goat, were a sign that aU would by no means be an easy walk. We are driven to live by the WHOLE WORD of God and at times it will bring hardships and sometimes persecution,. We are suppose to know and understand that before Jesus returns for His Church, there will be many persecntions, earthquakes, famine, ete, and we will have to know and ullderstand WHY, or we are subject to fail, aDd if we don't under-staDd why the Lord allows us to give our life for the Word of God, then we need to really study Matthew 24:4-24, That is why God told Ezekiel and John that the little book would be sweet in our mouth but it would become BITTER in Ollr stomach when we bave swaUowed it. 
In this day, we sometimes are somewhat held back from the message that we would like to minister because of the people .. Most of them don't read and realize that God requires of each of lIS to live and walk according to His word. They cannot understand why God requires them to give more of their time to study and read what His word says so they just take th~ word of others as to what is going to happen to this world in tbe near future. 

